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DISTRICT ANNOUNCES HOME IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
Senior citizens and persons living with disabilities can apply for the program

(WASHINGTON, DC) Today, Deputy Mayor for Health and Human Services Beatriz “BB” Otero, D.C.
Office on Aging (DCOA) Executive Director John M. Thompson, Ph.D. FAAMA and YouthBuild Public
Charter School Executive Director Arthur Dade announced an intergenerational partnership between
the charter school and DCOA.

DCOA has partnered with YOUTHBUILD to provide District of Columbia seniors with minor home
improvements and repairs. Interested persons that can afford the cost of necessary materials can
have the work completed by youth from YouthBuild at no additional cost.

“] applaud DCOA for providing this vehicle to engage the youth in the community through a project
that will benefit seniors and homeowners with disabilities across the city,” said Deputy Mayor BB
Otero. This partnership will provide routine maintenance assistance that will make it easier for these
residents to continue living independently.”

YouthBuild students have been volunteering at Vida Senior Centers to improve the facility where
Latino seniors come daily to enjoy meals, health and wellness and recreation and socialization
activities. Youth ages 16-24 years of age have provided minor repairs and painting for the center.

“We are proud of the work that YouthBuild has provided to our program for Latino seniors and we
look forward to the next phase of this partnership,” said Dr. Thompson. “Many seniors will benefit
from the service provided by our youth and our youth will have the opportunity to do community
service and practice skills that can lead to employment.”

-more-



YouthBuild Public Charter School offers on the job training programs; while helping the students to
obtain their GED and learn a viable trade. As part of this program, the construction manager oversees
the students during the project and provides cost estimates for each job prior to approval.

Senior citizens and persons living with disabilities can call 202-724-5626 to register for the program.
After registration, someone will come out and conduct a cost estimate to determine if the project is a
good match for the program.
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